
Glorifying God by producing more maturing followers of Jesus

Why do we celebrate Mother’s Day in our church?

Because it reminds us that...

#1 –  Motherhood was God’s idea. (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-25; Matthew 
19:4-6)

#2 –  There’s no such thing as a perfect mom. (Genesis 3:1-13, 16; 
Luke 1:46-47)

#3 –  Moms are indispensable to God’s plan of salvation. (Genesis 
3:15; 4:1, 25; Galatians 4:4-5)

#4 –  God is pleased when we honor the moms in our lives. 
(Genesis 3:20; John 19:25-27)

#5 –  There are aspects of God’s love that we can only know 
through a mother’s love. (Ruth 2:12; Psalm 17:8; 57:1; 91:4; Isaiah 
42:14; 49:15; 66:13; Hosea 13:8; Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34)

Today’s Takeaway:

Do something today to honor the moms and mom-figures in  
your life.

— OUTLINE —
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Introduction:

Celebrating Mother’s Day is a very West Virginia thing to do…

The year was 1870, less than a decade after the American Civil War. 
A woman named Julia Ward Howe, famous for writing “The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic,” promoted Mothers’ Peace Day. For Howe and 
other antiwar activists, Mother’s Peace Day was a way to promote 
unity after the horrors of the American Civil War, in hopes of never 
sending their sons into an American civil war again.

One such activist and follower of Julia Ward Howe lived in Philippi, 
WV. Her name was Ann Jarvis. Ann urged mothers to pray for peace 
and established Mother’s Friendship Days, where veterans from both 
sides of the civil war could make peace with the men they had once 
tried to kill.

For years, she lobbied for someone to start a holiday to honor 
mothers. After Ann died in 1905, her daughter Anna fulfilled her 
desire. The first celebration for moms was held in 1908 in Grafton, 
WV at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church. By 1910, WV became 
the first state to ratify Mother’s Day, and by 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson signed it into law.

Mother’s Day was the most important Sunday on the organized 
crime calendar. According to Joey Pistone (FBI), the mafia closed for 
business when Mother’s Day arrived each May.

That’s why we celebrate Mother’s Day in our culture, so why do we 
celebrate it in our church? There are many other holidays we don’t 
celebrate, so why this one when...
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• Not everyone here is a mother?
• Some have lost their mothers?
• Some have lost a child?
• Some want to be mothers but can’t?
• Some have experienced miscarriage?
• Some didn’t have loving mothers?
• Some bear the shame and guilt of abortion?
• Some are about to experience empty nest for the first time?

Why do we celebrate Mother’s Day in our church?

Because it reminds us that...

#1 –  Motherhood was God’s idea. (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-25; Matthew 
19:4-6)

Genesis 2 tells the story of when God created Eve:

• She was the crown jewel of God’s creative work.
•  She was the last living thing to be called into existence by 

God. He saved best for last.
•  God actually fashioned her with His own hand in a way that 

showed particular care and attention to detail. (The Hebrew 
expression denotes careful construction and design.)

•  Adam was made from mud. Eve was fashioned from flesh and 
bone.

• A man is like a thermos. A woman is like a wine glass.
•  Nothing in the universe was created with such precision and 

care as a woman.
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#2 –  There’s no such thing as a perfect mom. (Genesis 3:1-13, 16; Luke 
1:46-47)

There is no perfect mother in any pages of the Bible, nor in 
history. Five mothers are mentioned by name in the genealogy of 
Jesus (Matthew 1), and none were perfect:

•  Tamar – Disguised herself as a prostitute and had relations 
with her father-in-law 

• Rahab – Redeemed prostitute who saved Joshua and Jericho
• Bathsheba – Committed adultery with David

Mary – Wasn’t she perfect? No. In her beautiful, poetic, prayer-
ful Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) she acknowledges her need for a 
Savior and for God’s mercy.

“Whatever our failings may be, we need not hide from the pres-
ence of Jesus. Unlike Quasimodo, the hunchback of Notre Dame, 
we need not hide all that is ugly and repulsive in us. Jesus comes 
not for the super-spiritual, but for the wobbly and the weak-
kneed who know they don’t have it all together, and who are not 
too proud to accept the handout of amazing grace.” –Brennan 
Manning

#3 –  Moms are indispensable to God’s plan of salvation. (Genesis 
3:15; 4:1, 25; Galatians 4:4-5)

The snake in Genesis 3 is more than a snake, but is Satan himself. 
In Romans 16:20, Revelation 12:9, and Revelation 20:2, the Holy 
Spirit adds commentary to let us know who this really is.

God promised that through one particular woman a hero would be 
born who would crush Satan and his plan forever. The hero would 
be wounded by the serpent, but the hero would ultimately win.

When Eve gave birth to Cain (Genesis 4:1), she likely thought, 
“This is it! This is the hero!” When that didn’t work out, she likely 
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thought the same when Seth was born (Genesis 4:25). She didn’t 
know it, but thousands of years would pass before the warrior 
child (Jesus) would be born. But He would be born!

#4 –  God is pleased when we honor the moms in our lives. (Genesis 
3:20; John 19:25-27)

“Eve” = life-giver. This is evidence of Adam’s faith and hope in 
God. In spite of the curse, life would come, and redemption would 
come through life. The first thing that happens after Adam and 
Eve are expelled from Eden is a birth—God’s mercy in the midst 
of his curse. This is also evidence of Adam’s love for Eve. He stops 
blaming her, but instead says something very beautiful about her.

Jesus honored His own mother as He died on the cross (John 
19:25-27).

#5 –  There are aspects of God’s love that we can only know 
through a mother’s love. (Ruth 2:12; Psalm 17:8; 57:1; 91:4; Isaiah 42:14; 
49:15; 66:13; Hosea 13:8; Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34)

In the references above, God compares His love with that of 
human mothers, along with mother birds and mother bears. His 
love is a nurturing, protecting kind of love.

Today’s Takeaway:

Do something today to honor the moms and mom-figures in  
your life.

What might God be inviting you to do for the moms and 
mom-figures in your life?
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Why honor these ladies? Because...

1. Motherhood was God’s idea.
2. There’s no such thing as a perfect mom.
3. Moms are indispensable to God’s plan of salvation.
4. God is pleased when we honor the moms in our lives.
5.  There are aspects of God’s love that we can only know through a 

mother’s love.


