
Glorifying God by producing more maturing followers of Jesus

Today’s Big Idea:

Real Christians receive and reflect God’s love through Jesus.

Today’s Takeaways:

#1 – Receive God’s love through Jesus.

#2 – Reflect God’s love through Jesus.

Resource Recommendation
The Assurance of Salvation: 
Biblical Hope for Our Struggles
By Robert A. Peterson

— OUTLINE —

Certain Love
1 John 4:7-21 (NIV)

Fifth in a 7-part series titled: Are You Certain?

Pastor Matt Friend – May 13-16, 2021

https://www.amazon.com/Assurance-Salvation-Biblical-Hope-Struggles/dp/0310516323
https://www.amazon.com/Assurance-Salvation-Biblical-Hope-Struggles/dp/0310516323
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-21&version=NIV


Glorifying God by producing more maturing followers of Jesus

Introduction:

Today we continue our 7-week series, “Are You Certain?” studying 
through the book of 1 John. The series goal is for you to know that 
you know that you know you’re a Christian.

Toward the end of the letter, John writes, “I write these things to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know 
that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).

I believe this sermon is important for several reasons:

•  There are some listening who aren’t genuine Christians and you
need to be.

•  There are some listening who are genuine Christians and you
need assurance.

•  There are genuine Christians here who know without a doubt
that you are born again, but you’re craving spiritual encourage-
ment.

•  Much confusion abounds about eternal security. On one extreme
some wrongly teach, “You cannot have assurance of salvation.”
On the other extreme others incorrectly urge, “Pray this prayer
after me, then go live however you want.”

So far in these series we’ve seen that genuine Christians have defi-
nite marks: a relationship with Jesus (1:1-4), a desire to turn away from 
sin (1:5-2:2), a desire for the things of God (2:12-17), and a persevere to 
never quit being allegiant to Jesus; to (2:18-27). If you’ve missed the 
previous messages, you can find them and all series resources here.

— NOTES —

Certain Love
1 John 4:7-21 (NIV)

Fifth in a 7-part series titled: Are You Certain?

Pastor Matt Friend – May 13-16, 2021

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1-2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-21&version=NIV
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Today’s Big Idea:

Real Christians receive and reflect God’s love through Jesus.

Highlights from the Text:

1 John 4:7 —

•  This is the third time John speaks about love in this letter. (See 
also 1 John 2:7-11 and 3:11-18.)

•  The book of 1 John doesn’t really read like a normal letter; it’s 
more like a poetic sermon. John ideas are not linear. Instead, he 
uses a well-known first-century form of rhetoric called “ampli-
fication.” He takes three core truths (life, truth, and love) and 
cycles them repeatedly, each time with a little bit different 
angle or emphasis.

•  Think of 1 John’s main ideas like the continual loops of a roller 
coaster.

•  Love is the identifying mark of a Christian.

1 John 4:8 —

•  Verse 8 is the opposite side of the coin of verse 7.
•  Just as love is the identifying mark of a true believer, a lack of 

love is the identifying mark of an unbeliever.
•  God’s nature is described here by love. John is not saying that 

God is only love (for He has numerous other attributes). 
Instead, perfect love is found in God just as perfect holiness is 
found in God, along with perfect justice, perfect mercy, etc.

1 John 4:9 —

•  Notice the similarities between this verse and John 3:16.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A16&version=NIV
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•  God’s love was not an abstract principle or sentiment, but was
made manifest in the sending of His only Son into the world
(Romans 5:6-11).

•  Notice the purpose of our salvation: that we might receive
eternal life.

1 John 4:10 —

•  God’s love sets the standard for the love Christians are called to
embody.

•  God pursued us first; not vice versa. How does a proper under-
standing of this order promote humility and kill pride?

1 John 4:11 —

•  Genuine Christians will ultimately love others; that is, our lives
will be marked by love.

•  Therefore, John urges genuine Christians to love others; that is,
to allow our lives to be progressively marked by love.

•  Both are true.

1 John 4:12 —

•  The false teachers of John’s day were claiming they had private
visions of God, thereby exuding a sense of elitism. John’s
response is a blanket objection to these false teachers.

•  In his Gospel, John counters this false teaching by saying, “If you
want a complete picture of what God is like, look at Jesus” (John
1:18). However, here, he counters in a different way, “If you want
a complete picture of what God is like, look at the love genuine
Christians have for one another.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NIV
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1 John 4:13 —

•  Again, we see that spiritual assurance is John’s goal for 
writing.

•  John expands on this important Spirit-love connection in his 
Gospel, chapters 13-17.

1 John 4:14 —

•  This verse harkens back to the letter’s introduction (1:1-4).
•  This was particularly and uniquely true for the apostles like

John, who were Jesus’ hand-picked witnesses. By extension and
through faith, all subsequent believers testify to the same truths.

1 John 4:15 —

•  This verse reiterates the same point of 1 John 2:23 and 4:3.
• I n 1 John 4:2 it was required that true teachers affirm Christ’s 

full humanity. Here it is required that they affirm His full deity.

1 John 4:16 —

•  A sense of eternal security can also be described as a “reliable
knowledge” of God.

•  We know God is love because of what we see in the person of
Jesus Christ (1 John 4:9).

•  Why is it so hard for us to accept and understand how much God
loves us?

1 John 4:17 —

•  For what great event do we need assurance of our salvation?
The ultimate judgment to come at the end of time!

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13-17&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+4&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+john+2&version=NIV
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•  Like a good pastor, John’s goal is for his readers to have a good
day on that Great Day.

1 John 4:18 —

•  What fear is he talking about here? The fear of final judgment.
(The Greek word for punishment is used elsewhere only in
Matthew 25:46, clearly referring to the final judgment.)

•  An assurance of God’s perfect love can completely drive out the
fear of wrath and eternal punishment.

1 John 4:19 —

•  God’s love is a gift, fully demonstrated on Jesus’ cross (Romans
5:8).

•  Our love for God and others is a response to God’s love for us.

1 John 4:20 —

•  Loving others is more than a suggestion. It’s a command.
•  If we are not following this commandment, what should our

response be?

1 John 4:21 —

•  Again, Jesus’ great command is repeated.
•  See also Matthew 22:37-40, Mark 12:30-31, and Luke 10:27.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+10&version=NIV
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Today’s Takeaways:

#1 –  Receive God’s love through Jesus (Psalm 139:17-18; Song of Songs 2:10-
14; Zephaniah 3:17; John 6:37; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:19).

#2 –  Reflect God’s love through Jesus (John 13:34-35; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8; 1 
John 3:16-18).

Why do these two things? Because…

It’s the means by which you can have assurance of your salvation! 
Real Christians receive and reflect God’s love through Jesus.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song+of+Songs+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Song+of+Songs+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zephaniah+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3&version=NIV

