
Five Stories to Highlight from Jesus’ Family Tree:
#1 – Judah and Tamar: The Unlikely Couple (Matthew 1:3; cf. Genesis 38)

#2 –  Rahab the Prostitute (Matthew 1:5a; cf. Joshua 1-2; 6; Hebrews 11:31; James 
2:25)

#3 – Ruth the Widow (Matthew 1:5b; cf. Ruth 1-4)

#4 – Bathsheba the Mistress (Matthew 1:6; cf. 2 Samuel 11-12)

#5 –  Manasseh the Evil King (Matthew 1:10; 2 Kings 21; 2 Chronicles 33; Jeremiah 
15:4)

Today’s Big Idea:
There’s no family on earth too broken for the grace of Jesus Christ.

Two Takeaways:
#1 – Ask Jesus to save you from your sins.

#2 – Ask Jesus to save your family members from their sins.
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Introduction:
Today we begin our 3-week “Awkward Family Christmas” series. 
Hopefully, you’re enjoying the ugly Christmas sweaters. Feel free 
to wear your own this month!

Have you ever noticed how the holidays tend to create some 
awkward moments in our families? When you think about 
awkward family Christmas movies, what comes to mind? 

Perhaps you’re embarrassed by your family or your extended 
family. If not, maybe you’re really not looking forward to spend-
ing time with them or a particular family member.

I want to help with that! God’s Word can help with that! Today I 
want to give you a different perspective going into this Christmas. 
I pray God gives you new eyes to see your family as Jesus does. 
You and Jesus have more in common than you might think!

Text:
Matthew 1:1-16 (NIV)

Background Information:
The first page of the NT reads like an ancient Hebrew phone 
book. Matthew begins his gospel with a genealogy that most 
people just skip; yet, it’s there for an important reason.

The genealogies of the Bible serve as proof that the Bible is a 
true story, and Jesus Christ was born. Genesis, the first book in 
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the OT, is structured around 10 genealogies. Chronicles, the last 
book in the Hebrew OT order, begins with nine. Here in Matthew, 
the NT doesn’t begin with “once upon a time,” but with a family 
tree. Strictly speaking, the purpose of this genealogy is to prove to 
us that Jesus of Nazareth as the seed of Abraham, the son of David, 
and the long-awaited Messiah.

Whether we like genealogies or not, they’re a significant part of 
God’s infallible Bible. They, too, are “profitable for doctrine, reproof, 
correction & instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).

As we read Matthew 1:1-16, perhaps a few names jumped out at 
you: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, King David, and King Solomon. You 
may have also noticed a few Scrabble-winning names like “Ammi-
nadab” and “Zerubbabel.” Today I want to highlight five other 
lesser-known characters in Jesus’ family tree—five people to whom 
you might not have known Jesus was related.

Five Stories to Highlight from Jesus’ Family Tree:
#1 – Judah and Tamar: The Unlikely Couple (Matthew 1:3; cf. Genesis 38)

The true story of Judah and Tamar would’ve made the super-
market tabloids look like a Dr. Seuss children’s book. This was 
a scandal to top all scandals.

So, what happened? The true story is told in Genesis 38.

#2 –  Rahab the Prostitute (Matthew 1:5a; cf. Joshua 1-2; 6; Hebrews 11:31; James 
2:25)

Back when you were in high school or college, was there a 
particular person who was known for playing fast and loose 
with his or her morals? Is there a name or face that comes 
to your mind that everyone knew had little to no moral stan-
dards? Maybe it was you. Maybe it was someone else. In the 
Bible, the name that most often comes to mind is Rahab the 
prostitute.



So, what happened? The true story is told in Joshua 1-2 & 6.

#3 – Ruth the Widow (Matthew 1:5b; cf. Ruth 1-4)

I love the true story of Ruth. It’s a beautiful story of God’s 
grace! Ruth was a penniless widow who found new love.

So, what happened? The true story is told in Ruth 1-4.

#4 – Bathsheba the Mistress (Matthew 1:6; cf. 2 Samuel 11-12)

The woman Matthew is writing about is Bathsheba, King 
David’s mistress.

So, what happened? The true story is told in 2 Samuel 11-12.

#5 –  Manasseh the Evil King (Matthew 1:10; 2 Kings 21; 2 Chronicles 33; Jeremiah 
15:4)

You’ve heard the phrase, “Saving the best for last?” In this 
case, I have saved the worst for last.

So, what happened? The true story is told in 2 Kings 21 and  
2 Chronicles 33.

Today’s Big Idea:
There’s no family on earth too broken for the grace of Jesus Christ.

Big Idea Expanded:
There is no family on earth beyond the reach of Jesus Christ. No 
family on earth is too broken for Jesus to save. With Jesus, no 
family is a lost cause. Jesus understands broken families, and Jesus 
delights in saving broken families. No one understands broken fami-
lies like Jesus, which is why no one can save broken families like 
Jesus.

Matthew’s genealogy isn’t primarily about a genealogy; it’s about 



grace! Grace is “God’s self-giving,” it’s “access to God Himself.”

Grace has many benefits, no doubt; however, it’s much more than a 
mere benefit. I like the acronym “God’s Riches at Christ’s expense,” 
yet grace is much more than that. It’s more than escaping hell 
or being forgiven, though both of those are indescribable. Every 
benefit is secondary to accessing God Himself.

In Genesis, we read about Adam and Eve being expelled from the 
Garden. The rest of the Bible is the story of God restoring access 
to Himself. This is why God meets with Israel in the tabernacle and, 
later, in the temple. This is why Jesus shows up in human history on 
that first Christmas morning. This is why the curtain in the temple 
was ripped from top to bottom when Jesus died on the cross. This 
is why the Spirit descends on the Church at Pentecost. This is why 
the Spirit comes and permanently indwells believers at our moment 
of faith.

There’s no family on earth too broken for the grace of Jesus Christ.

Jesus came from a long line of outsiders, outcasts, scoundrels, 
and sinners. Yet, when he entered into the world, he entered into 
the messiness of the human family, even in his own family. In fact, 
he was the only member of this family who never brought shame 
upon the family. Instead, he took upon himself the shame of every 
person in the family tree.

There’s no family on earth too broken for the grace of Jesus Christ.

Notice what Matthew writes after the genealogy…

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” –Matthew 1:20-21 (NIV)



Two Takeaways:

#1 – Ask Jesus to save you from your sins.

Is there something in your own story that makes you think 
you could never belong in God’s family? Has a sense of shame 
shaped your sense of self so that you think your name will 
not be found on that list of names of those whom Jesus calls 
beloved brothers and sisters? 

We are all sinners, and we all need to be born again by 
Jesus into a new family. We are no better than the relatives 
mentioned in Jesus’ family tree. We, too, need a Savior. I pray 
you’ll understand: If there is room in the family of God for 
Judah and Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Manasseh… 
There is room for you, too!

Martin Luther wrote, “It is as though God intended this gene-
alogy to say, ‘Oh, Christ is the kind of person who is not 
ashamed of sinners—in fact, He even puts them in his family 
tree.’” 

Does Jesus’ family tree have a few knots? Sure, it does. Just 
like ours. What if we saw ourselves as the knots? However, the 
prevailing message is that no matter who we are, where we 
come from, or how bad we are, there is room for us in Jesus’ 
family. Paul wrote, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners of whom I am chief” (1 Timothy 1:15).

Jesus died on the cross to pay for your sins! He rose again to 
give you new life! He ascended to heaven to intercede on your 
behalf to God the Father! Whoever calls upon the name of the 
Lord will be saved!

Jesus is in the business of turning messes into miracles. He 
did that for Judah and Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and 
Manasseh… and He can do it for you!



#2 – Ask Jesus to save your family members from their sins.

Do you have any family members you’re burdened for today? 
Take a moment and see their faces. Why are you burdened for 
them? What are they doing to ruin their life? What might be 
getting in the way of them experiencing the grace of salva-
tion, access to God Himself? Do you believe that God can save 
them?

Never stop praying! Never stop believing! Never stop trying! If 
there’s life, there’s hope.

Why Do These Two Things? Because…
There’s no family on earth too broken for the grace of Jesus Christ.




