
 I. The Leader (Colossians 1:18; Matthew 16:15-19)

  a.  He is the source of and authority for the church

    1.  He is the head

    2.  He is the beginning

  b.  He was the first to rise to live eternally

 II. The Mediator (Colossians 1:14-23; Philippians 2:9-11)

  a.  He is God, visible to us

  b.  Those reconciled to God, go through Jesus

  c.  Peace is possible through sacrifice

 III. The Peacemaker (Colossians 1:21-23; Romans 10:8-10)

  a.  We were enemies of God

  b.  Through Jesus, our standing before God has changed

  c.  Anchored in the hope of the gospel
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